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My Invention Story
Invention Title

Inventor  ____________________

Grade  __________
INVENT                                             An inventor is like a                                                                        detective looking for problems to solve.      
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What “BUGS” you?  What bothers your family and friends? 

Find some problems to solve or a way to make things better!

Problems can be found everywhere.   

Do you wish you had a special “thingamabob” on a long car trip ? 

Did you ever imagine a special toy or game?     

Can you think of someone in your family who could use a . . . 
 “whatchamacallit” . . .  to help them with a job or an activity? 

Do you have problems taking care of your chores or your pets?

Don’t have any problems yourself ?  Lucky you!  Stop, look, listen!

What problems do older people have?  What about your friends? 

What problems can you think of to make your school a better place?

Can the land, air and water have problems?   You “betcha”! 

Can you  think of how to do something easier or better?  You can!  Then you can be an inventor!    Ready to learn wonderful things and have fun, too? Let’s get started. Turn the page and           

. BRAINSTORM


     Think up problems that need to be solved.

	Draw or write about a problem that “bugs” you. It can be at home or school, work or play  . . . any place.  Or draw something wonderful, if only  it  could  really come  true ! 
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	Draw or write about a problem the Earth  has.  Can  you  think  of  any  limited natural  resources  

( better  ways  to use fuel or to grow food), animal or population  problems ? 
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[image: image4.wmf]Draw  or write about a problem or special need a member of your family or a friend has at work, at home, traveling or something you would invent to help them in some way.
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1.

List as many ways as you can think of to solve this problem. 

     List all of them, even if you think they are wild  and crazy.  

  Write down the date each time you come up with a new idea

                         and have someone initial it,  too!

               List  as  many  solutions  as  you   can think of.   

                         Attach additional pages if  needed.

2.

3.

4.

5.                                                

THE REALLY BIG DECISION
Now it really gets exciting!
Decide which solution you think is the best one on your list.  Write it down in this box.     ( Don't forget to record the date and time, have your teacher initial it.) 

  Date





Teacher's Initials

THE REALLY BIG DECISION
Now it really gets exciting!
Decide which solution you think is the best one on your list.  Write it down in this box.     ( Don't forget to record the date and time, have your teacher initial it.) 

  Date





Teacher's Initials


It is time for you to discover 

if your 
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solution is  original.  

This means you research anywhere and everywhere you think you might find something like it . . . in the library, in stores, on a computer. 

Can you think of any other places to look? 

Here is a list of all the places I have looked in my research to find if my idea is original.  ( Rather than listing just ‘library’, put down what library . .  school library, public library, U.S. patent library.   Write the names of books or catalogs you researched.)  

_______________________
     ________________________

_______________________  
     ________________________

_______________________       _________________________

_______________________       _________________________ 



(Please add additional pages if you need more space.)

If you happen to find something exactly like your idea, you can do one of two things.  First, can you improve the idea even more!   Your second choice is to stop and start over again with a new problem.  You may be disappointed but just think,  someone else thought about the same problem you did.  It was important enough that they did just what you are trying to do . . . provide a worthwhile solution!  Come to think about it, that should make you very proud! )  



If you find nothing like your idea from                   your research efforts, then, .  .  .
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                    Oh my, you have                               your very own invention! 

Now, it’s time to make the invention just like 

Thomas Edison with 
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 the light bulb,  Wilbur 

and Orville Wright with their flying machine, 

Mary Anderson with windshield wipers and 

Dr. Seuss with his children’s books! 

This is the first one its kind to be made ! 

We will call it   .    .    .   the  PROTOTYPE .      

	  Making My Invention  A description of how I made it,    the problems I came across, and even the changes I made to make it work better.

                       I’m paying attention!  I will date my progress and have it witnessed.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Date                                                     Witness

	Please add any additional pages you need to complete this part . 


[image: image11.wmf]Now,  choose one problem or “bug” from your brainstorming list.

  This is it!  This is the one problem you have decided to solve:
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   What I made my 

invention prototype

 out of.

	Cost of Materials
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    $$$

	1.


	1.



	2.


	2.



	3.


	3.



	4.


	4.



	5.  


	5. 



 My Final Thoughts About My Invention
1. If  I were to have hundreds or even thousands of my invention made out of any     material I wanted, my choice would be: (examples- paper, wood, plastic,               metal, glass)  

2. People would want to buy my invention because the price is right.                         Here is how I figured out a fair price:

    It will cost this much to make (manufacture).      $ ____________________
I am told it costs about four times this to be able to sell it in retail stores. This pays me (the inventor),  and the people that help me to package, find stores to sell in, ship and deliver, put the product on the shelves in the stores and advertise.

Cost to Manufacture       Paying Everyone to Help Sell It       You Can Buy It For 

$_______        x   4    =      $ _______   

	Attach an additional sheet if necessary.                                          Total Cost
	$                                                                                                                                                    


My Final Thoughts About My Invention
1. If  I were to have hundreds or even thousands of my invention made out of any     material I wanted, my choice would be: (examples- paper, wood, plastic,               metal, glass)  
2. People would want to buy my invention because the price is right.                         Here is how I figured out a fair price:

    It will cost this much to make (manufacture).      $ ____________________

I am told it costs about four times this to be able to sell it in retail stores. This pays me (the inventor),  and the people that help me to package, find stores to sell in, ship and deliver, put the product on the shelves in the stores and advertise.                                                                                                          

I understand for safety reasons and fairness to other inventors, I must stay within the limits of the exhibit space provided.  I will adjust the size of the prototype or invention model to fit within the space provided.  I may use pictures, illustrations and/or videos to represent the invention.  I am  aware live animals are not allowed to be used as part of my exhibit.
All students are required to have this page attached at the back of their logbook.

Your teacher and a parent/guardian are required to sign this form

To display my invention effectively,  I have the following special needs:

( I can expect my exhibit space to be located in an area designated for this purpose.)

        Electricity [    ]

       _____ Gallons of Water           
Other [    ] (please describe)


I believe my invention is original!        Date ___________

Inventor   ___________________________________ Grade ____________

All students are required to have this page attached at the back of their logbook.

   Your teacher and a parent/guardian are required to sign this form.

Invention Title  

______________________________________________________



    ______________________________________________________

School    ___________________________________________________________

Teacher  ___________________________________________________________

Signature of Teacher   ________________________________________________ 





 PARENT/GUARDIAN

 As parent/guardian, I will provide transportation to and from the Regional Fair.      I am informed of the designated Parent Pick Up Area for students, grades K to 3.   I understand participation in this competition may result in media coverage             involving my child. 




 

 Signature _____________________________  Phone number ______________
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[image: image15.wmf]Now,  choose one problem or “bug” from your brainstorming list.

  This is it!  This is the one problem you have decided to solve:
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